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This resource guide provides educators and members of the public a selection of Palestinian
films and documentaries that contribute to understanding the complexity and nuance of
Palestinian history, culture, and lived experiences. Together, these resources provide viewers a
window into diverse narratives that reflect the resilience, struggles, and aspirations of the
Palestinian people, and in turn counter prevailing negative stereotypes of Palestinians both
Muslim and Christian.

3 Logical Exits (2020) Directed by Mahdi Fleifel

A sociological meditation on the different exits that young Palestinians choose in order to cope
with life in the refugee camps.

https://archive.videonale.org/en/videos/3-logical-exits

5 Broken Cameras (2011) Directed by Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi

A documentary chronicling protests in the West Bank village of Bil’in. Shot mainly by Burnat, it
follows his family over five years amid turmoil, framed around the destruction of his cameras.
The film won awards at Sundance, Yerevan, and the International Emmys, and was nominated
for a 2013 Academy Award.

https://youtu.be/EcTN3g-b0iA?si=jwG_UmO0dQ7CND2_C

3000 Nights (2015) Directed by Mai Masri

After giving birth to a son in an Israeli prison, a young Palestinian fights to protect her newborn
and keep hope alive behind bars.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3815424/

Abnadam (1974) Directed by Mustafa Abu Ali

In a Moroccan village, El-Aiyachi, an illiterate merchant, outfits his youth football team with
new uniforms. During a festival match, a boy discovers the shirts read “Jerusalem, capital of
Israel,” a revelation that is ignored. Through symbolism and imagery, the film portrays the
spread of Israeli influence, the corrupt authority, and a powerless public.

https://youtu.be/I--r85cOQoXM ?si=a04JK c77ZiaS0dZR
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Al-Nakba: The Palestinian Catastrophe Series (2008) Directed by Rawan Damen
This four-part series traces the Nakba—the 1948 Palestinian exodus—from Napoleon’s 1799
campaign through the British Mandate and the first Arab-Israeli war to its ongoing impact today,

blending eyewitness accounts, historians’ insights, and archival material.

https://youtu.be/H7TFMLOwzJ6A ?si=wejre9 A9pm4nwpyA

A Drowning Man (2017) Directed by Mahdi Fleifel

Alone and far from home, The Kid makes his way through a strange city looking for the means
to get through his day. Surrounded by predators he is forced to make compromises merely to
survive, his life of exile grows one day longer.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6775428/

A World Not Ours (2014) Directed by Mahdi Fleifel

Three generations of a family live in exile in a refugee camp in southern Lebanon, trying their
best to survive.

https://vimeo.com/93848875

As the Poet Said (2009) Directed by Nasri Hajjaj
A lyrical tribute to late Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish, director Nasri Hajjaj traces his life
through cities, contemporaries, and lovers of his work, blending memories with readings of his

poetry in a heartwarming homage to his enduring legacy.

https://vimeo.com/220116068?share=copy

Arna’s Children (2004) Directed by Juliano Mer Khamis

Arna’s Children tells the story of a theatre group founded by Arna Mer Khamis in Jenin, where
children affected by the Israeli occupation expressed their fears and frustrations through
performance. Directed by her son Juliano, the film revisits these children years later, revealing
the tragic paths their lives took amid conflict and occupation.

https://yvoutu.be/cQZiHgbBBcl?si=SKlsdlc37vki9IVh
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Ava Maria (2015) Directed by Basil Khalil
Nuns of the Sisters of Mercy convent in the middle of the West Bank wilderness have their daily
routine of silence and prayer disrupted when a family of religious Israeli settlers crash their car

into the convent's wall.

https://www.kanopy.com/en/product/ave-maria?vp=wls

BonBoné (2017) Directed by Rakan Mayasi

While her husband is serving his sentence in an Israeli prison where all physical contact is
strictly forbidden, a woman hatches a plan to smuggle sperm out to make a child.

https://geo.dailymotion.com/player.html?video=k5Rz9W 1aN5fpYZw5Styf

Children of Shatila (1998) Directed by Mai Masri

Filmmaker Mai Masri focuses on the daily lives of two children who have grown up in Beirut's
Palestinian Shatila refugee camp.

https://voutu.be/SXSmbXBUIhk?si=JFcK6QVO0OcFnyBf21

Chronicle of a Disappearance (1997) Directed by Elia Suleiman

Chronicle of a Disappearance is a 1996 drama film by Palestinian director and actor Elia
Suleiman. Suleiman stars in the film along with his family members and relatives.

https://youtu.be/P-sv8-hxZ1Y ?si=sPkpfGmDvMLvRhjN

Condom Lead (2013) Directed by Arab Nasser

A young family take shelter in their home on the Gaza Strip during a brutal attack. Intimacy and
love are jettisoned as the imminent dangers of war take the forefront.

https://voutu.be/LNkn552kEY A?si=JwU7U9xDpR6B910Qx

Divine Intervention (2003) Directed by Elia Suleiman

Lovers (Elia Suleiman, Manal Khader) from different cities meet at an Israeli checkpoint and
observe unfolding events.

https://www.kanopy.com/en/product/divine-intervention?frontend=kui
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Empty Seat (2016) Directed by Sawsan Qaoud

The film follows the reality of Palestinian students in Gaza, Jerusalem, Ramallah, and beyond,
where classmates are lost to bombings and sniper attacks. Through the stories of Nadeem
Nawara, killed during the 2014 Nakba commemoration, and Najia al-Helou, a victim of the
Shuja'iyya massacre, it portrays the profound grief left behind and the resilience of peers who
continue to learn, dream, and hold onto hope amid devastation.

https://voutu.be/an4hRFWOSQQ?si=h1 muCtd5SKMwmmERI

Frontiers of Dreams and Fears (2001) Directed by Mai Masri

This documentary follows two Palestinian girls—Mona in a Beirut refugee camp and Manar near
Bethlehem—who sustain a close friendship through letters despite historical and political
barriers, eventually risking a meeting at the South Lebanon border.

https://youtu.be/PC_dd-rcsT8?si=JS759fqgXeP30lm3

Gaza Fights For Freedom (2019) Directed by Abby Martin

Gaza Fights for Freedom, the debut feature by journalist Abby Martin, documents the Great
March of Return protests (2018-2019) and the broader history of Gaza. Featuring rare archival
footage and firsthand accounts from journalists, medics, and families of victims like Razan al-
Najjar, the film exposes Israeli military war crimes and highlights Palestinian resistance.

https://voutu.be/HnZSaKYmP2s?si=mIGRKrYqEd9Sjlfx

Ghost Hunting (2017) Directed by Raed Andoni

Some Palestinians who were held in an Israeli detention center are assembled to re-enact their
experience in an effort to heal.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6568868/

Giraffada (2014) Directed by Rani Massalha

A Palestinian veterinarian (Saleh Bakri) persuades an Israeli colleague (Roschdy Zem) to help
him capture a giraffe from a Tel Aviv safari park and smuggle it to a zoo in the West Bank.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3132086/
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Habibi (2011) Directed by Susan Youssef
Habibi is a modern retelling of the forbidden love story between 7th century poet Qays ibn al-
Mulawwah and Layla. The film is set in Gaza and follows two students who fall in love but are

forced to return home, where their relationship defies tradition.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1670646/

I Am Jerusalem (2010) Directed by Basel Al-Khatib

The series follows a 50-year journey, beginning with the British occupation of Palestine and
ending with the 1967 setback. Through various characters, it presents a full Palestinian saga,
focusing on the human transformations within a small family of a father and two sons, each
taking a different path. The story also depicts the Buraq Revolution, the Palestinian Revolt, and
the First Intifada, with a dramatic portrayal of the lives of freedom fighters Abd al-Qadir al-
Husseini and Izz al-Din al-Qassam.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL.4ZQAyKFoBc9uR02RGMJcBu2pFq fkQSd&si=JbOhajYU
glejjBPF

In the Grip of the Resistance (2021)

This documentary reveals the secrets of the “Wafa al-Ahrar” prisoner exchange between the
Palestinian resistance in Gaza and Israel. It features rare footage of Gilad Shalit in captivity and
an audio recording of an Israeli soldier held since 2014. With al-Qassam holding four Israelis for
a potential new exchange, thousands of Palestinian prisoners await their release.

https://youtu.be/htJ10ACWQIM?si=9aSMsE p3_-r4rkB

In Search of Palestine - Edward Said’s Return Home (1998) Directed by Charles Bruce

“In Search of Palestine - Edward Said’s Return Home” is a film presented by Edward Said and
produced by the BBC in 1998. It captures the interconnection between Said’s personal
recollection and the shared memory of the Palestinian people. The film discusses the Oslo
accords, ongoing ethnic cleansing of Palestinians, settlements expansion, growing apartheid
system, segregation within the Israeli state, and other aspects of occupation.

https://vimeo.com/184213685?share=copy
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In Vitro (2019) Directed by Seren Lind and Larissa Sansour
In Bethlehem, decades after an ecological-disaster, the dying founder of a subterranean orchard
engages in a dialogue with her young successor, who was born underground and has never seen

the town she's destined to replant and repopulate.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10545994/

Jenin, Jenin (2002) Directed by Mohammad Bakri
This documentary features testimonies from residents after the Israeli army’s Defensive Wall
operation, which left Jenin and its camp heavily destroyed with many Palestinians killed. Banned

in Israel, the film is dedicated to producer Iyad Samudi, who was killed shortly after filming.

https://vimeo.com/499672067?share=copy

Keeper of Memory (2019) Directed by Sawsan Qaoud

A Palestinian documentary following researcher Tariq Bakri as he reconnects displaced
Palestinians with their ancestral homes. Through his project We Were and We Are Still Here,
Bakri uses social media to preserve stories, images, and memories, keeping alive the link
between Palestinians in the diaspora and their homeland.

https://voutu.be/eywuYeflWzg?si=MZ305DYncwvEJk2M

Kofia: A Revolution Through Music (2021) Directed by Louis Brehony

In 1967, musician George Totari fled Israeli repression in Nazareth and settled in Gothenburg,
Sweden. There, he founded Kofia, the first Palestinian band in Europe, blending Palestinian and
Swedish musicians. Singing in two languages, they recorded four albums and toured globally for
Palestine. Kofia: Revolution Through Music tells their story through songs, memories, and
revolutionary encounters.

https.://vimeo.com/780695653?share=copy

Like Twenty Impossible (2003) Directed by Annemarie Jacir

While navigating their way into Jerusalem, a Palestinian film crew gets stopped at an unexpected
checkpoint. The crew's camera captures what happens next.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387353/
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Occupation 101 (2006) Directed by Sufyan and Abdallah Omeish

Occupation 101: Voices of the Silenced Majority is an award-winning documentary exploring
the impact of Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. Narrated by Alison Weir, the film
features interviews with scholars, activists, and humanitarian workers who critique Israeli
policies and U.S. support.

https://youtu.be/C56QcWOGSKk?si=uNzngzTuubc2nE7F

Maradona’s Legs (2019) Directed by Firas Khoury

During the 1990 World Cup, two young Palestinian football fans set out to find the last missing
piece of their sticker album and win an Atari.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13009098/

Mars at Sunrise (2014) Directed by Jessica Habie

A Palestinian artist (Ali Suliman) tells a Jewish-American poet (Haale Gafori) how he was
tortured by a failed Israeli artist (Guy Elhanan) who wanted to turn him into an informant.

https://youtu.be/fDjdnDLeOZc?si=G44Jfrkm4ZiceF7p

Naji al-Ali: An Artist with Vision (1999) Directed by Kasim Abid

In July 1987 the Palestinian cartoonist Naji Al-Ali was shot by an unknown assassin. This film
traces his life and work from his birth in Galilee to his death in London. It examines the forces
that shaped Naji as an artist and as a human being and shows how his experiences mirror that of
other exiled Palestinians.

https://youtu.be/Y31yUi4dWVsU?si=RLBu3IA_1199K4Zo

No Other Land (2024) Directed by Yuval Abraham, Bassel Adra, Hamdan Ballal
This film made by a Palestinian-Israeli collective shows the destruction of the occupied West
Bank's Masafer Yatta by Israeli soldiers and the alliance which develops between the Palestinian

activist Basel and Israeli journalist Yuval.

https://archive.org/details/nootherland 202503

Paradise Now (2005) Directed by Hany Abu-Assad

Drafted for a deadly mission in Tel Aviv, two Palestinian childhood friends begin to have second
thoughts after a final night with friends and family.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0445620/
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Resistance Pilot (2006)

This documentary explores the life of Tunisian engineer Mohammed al-Zawari, who joined the
Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades in 2006 and played a key role in developing unmanned aerial
vehicles, including the Ababil-1 drone used during the 2014 Gaza war. In December 2016, al-
Zawari was assassinated outside his home in Sfax, Tunisia, in an operation widely attributed to
Israel’s Mossad. The film sheds light on his groundbreaking scientific work, the mystery of his
killing, and the enduring impact of his innovations on the capabilities of the Palestinian
resistance.

https://voutu.be/wgSmdZy-Xcg?si=1rY1JD7ist-HttCc

Samouni Road (2018) Directed by Stefano Savona

The Samouni family is about to celebrate a wedding. It's the first party since the last war. Amal,
Fouad, their brothers and their cousins have lost their parents, their homes and their olive trees.

Salt of This Sea (2010) Directed by Annemarie Jacir

Soraya, 28, decides to go to Palestine, where her family was exiled since 1948. Upon arrival, she
seeks to reunite with her grandfather.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iILXQQCrNsW9iDKQWkKHLGykOb7qgRkVvQW /view?usp=shar
ing

Scenes from the Occupation in Gaza (1973) Directed by Mustafa Abu Ali

The film “Scenes from Occupation in Gaza” is a documentary that presents some of the Israeli
occupation measurements against Palestinians, and a profile of the struggle of Palestinian people
in Gaza. The film won the Golden prize in the short film competition of the International
Baghdad Festival for Films and TV Programs on Palestine 1973. It also won the prize of the
International Youth Union at the Leipzig International Film Festival in 1973.

https://youtu.be/1 JIwmnYnlE?si=XCJTGtTTcvrpOvZv

Strawberry (2017) Directed by Aida Kaadan

Strawberry follows Samir, a 43-year-old shoe shop owner from Ramallah who has never seen the
sea. Determined to fulfill his lifelong dream, he sneaks past Israeli borders with construction
workers—only to end up at another worksite instead. Through dark comedy, Strawberry captures
the absurdity of life under occupation, where even the simplest dreams become a struggle.

https://youtu.be/75yC7nhsS_0?si=8pxdvbziW0eP4mHX
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Slingshot Hip Hop (2008) Directed by Jackie Reem Salloum

The voice of a new generation rocks and rhymes as Palestinian rappers form alternative voices of
resistance within the Israeli-Palestinian struggle.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1 157718/

Speak, Bird (2007) Directed by Arab Loutfi
A film by Arab Loutfi: Stories of Palestinian Women Guerrilla Fighters of the 1970s. Produced
in 2007, with filming conducted in 1993—an independent production.

https://youtu.be/wdkoxBiKM10Q7?si=U99y1DFnxY4d9hYy

Swings (2006) Directed by Bael Ramsis
A documentary featuring the lives of Palestinian Women.

https://youtu.be/gMk-Zi9vTGs?si=9bLf uYNZweTWscS

Tall al-Zaatar (1977) Directed by Jean Khalil Chamoun, Pino Adriano and Mustafa Abu
Ali

Tall el-Zaatar documents the 1976 massacre of Palestinian and Lebanese refugees at Tall el-
Zaatar, a camp in northeast Beirut. Produced after the massacre but featuring footage shot before
and during the siege, the film reconstructs the camp's history and recounts months of assault and
resistance through the voices of surviving men, women, and children.

https://yvoutu.be/Ma8H3sEbgtl?si=USFKWGQAiIBWkKN4KC

The Creation and the Nakba 1948 (2023) Directed by Andy Trimlett & Dr. Ahlam
Muhtaseb

1948: Creation & Catastrophe presents personal recollections from Palestinians and Israelis
about the pivotal year of Israel’s establishment. Through firsthand accounts from cities like
Haifa, Jaffa, and Jerusalem, the film reveals the expulsions, conflicts, and human stories that
continue to shape the region today.

https://youtu.be/Bwy-Rf15UIs?si=9V9eT&zSiaiZ1a5r
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The Olive Tree (1976) Directed by Ali Akika

L’Olivier (The Olive Tree) responds to a concern French public support for the Palestinian cause
is diminishing in the wake of the 1972 Munich operation. Structured to chronicle the Palestinian
story and to explain the current chapter in the struggle, the film calls for global militant
solidarities and, particularly, for European political engagements.

https://vimeo.com/432062498?share=copy

The Mayor (2021) Directed by David Osit

An intimate and darkly comedic look at what it takes to be Musa Hadid, the beloved Mayor of
Ramallah, during the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

https://archive.org/details/MeettheMayoroftheUnofficialCapitalofPalestineFullDocumentaryThe
ShortList

The Place (2021) Directed by Omar Rammal

The Place is short film about Palestine that calls out the Palestinian suffering and what the people
of Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood are going through right now.

https://voutu.be/fecIlVhNvsII?si=BCOF3wqlL J9yaJl6k

The Shadow Of Absence (2018) Directed by Nasri Hajjaj

Shadow of Absence explores the Palestinian longing to return to their homeland, even in death.
The documentary highlights both prominent figures like Yasser Arafat and Edward Said, and
ordinary Palestinians affected by massacres from 1948 to the present, reflecting the enduring
struggle and displacement of the Palestinian people.

https://yvoutu.be/M9FuvTb50-A?si=w9VOHB40Pkce1k8Z

The Upper Gate (1991) Directed by Arab Loutfi

The Upper Gate is a personal journey through Sidon after its 1983 occupation. Through
memories of lost mementos, destroyed places, and beloved friends, the film captures what could
not be erased. Told through the stories of its people, it weaves the history of south Lebanon’s
resilient city.

https://vimeo.com/433362585?share=copy

Rutgers Law School 123 Washington Street Newark, NJ 07102 | csrr@law.rutgers.edu
csrr.rutgers.edu | Twitter @RUCSRR | Facebook.com/RUCSRR | Instagram @RutgersCSRR L



https://vimeo.com/432062498?share=copy
https://archive.org/details/MeettheMayoroftheUnofficialCapitalofPalestineFullDocumentaryTheShortList
https://archive.org/details/MeettheMayoroftheUnofficialCapitalofPalestineFullDocumentaryTheShortList
https://youtu.be/fgcIVhNvsII?si=BCOF3wqLJ9yqJl6k
https://youtu.be/M9FuvTb5o-A?si=w9VOHB40Pkce1k8Z
https://vimeo.com/433362585?share=copy

Rutgers Law School

Center for Security, Race and Rights

PALESTINE FILMS AND DOCUMENTARIES

They Do Not Exist (1974) Directed by Mustafa Abu Ali

In the late 1960s, young Arab filmmakers, many exiled from Palestine, used fiction and
documentary to capture their struggle for freedom. Founders included Mustafa Abu Ali, Sulafa
Jadallah, and Hani Jawhariya. Their films screened across the Arab world and internationally—
but never in Palestine.

https://youtu.be/2WZ_77Z6vbsg?si=tk-NctnlC UKet2T

Wedding of Galilee (1987) Directed by Michel Khelifi
A Palestinian father seeks Israeli permission to waive curfew to give his son a fine wedding.
Tensions rise as the ceremony proceeds, with youths plotting violence and a loose horse running

into a minefield, forcing unlikely cooperation.

https://youtu.be/dYMOw7hQI1U?si=ipRFIx-Q5pHtGhOx

Xenos (2013) Mahdi Fleifel

In 2010, Abu Eyad and other young Palestinian men from the Ain el-Helweh refugee camp in
Lebanon travel with smugglers through Syria and Turkey into Greece. Like so many other
migrants, they came looking for a way into Europe, but find themselves trapped in a country
undergoing economic, political and social collapse.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3289618/

For additional resources on Palestine, visit https://csrr.rutgers.edu/resources/palestinefacts/
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