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These resources, categorized by suitable grade level, allow students to explore the cultural, 

religious and linguistic heritage of Palestinians. Through exposure to different forms of media, 

the American youth may impart greater understanding of what Palestine is, who Palestinians are, 

and how the Palestinian experience is connected to the American experience through history, 

politics, and culture. In turn, greater understanding will produce greater empathy, and empathy is 

what drives the American public tradition of inclusion and cultural and ethnic plurality.  

 

This resource guide provides educators and members of the public a selection of Palestinian 

films and documentaries that contribute to understanding the complexity and nuance of 

Palestinian history, culture, and lived experiences. Together, these resources provide viewers a 

window into diverse narratives that reflect the resilience, struggles, and aspirations of the 

Palestinian people, and in turn counter prevailing negative stereotypes of Palestinians both 

Muslim and Christian. 

 

 

Books 

 

“Baba, What Does My Name Mean? A Journey to Palestine” by Rifk Ebeid  

About: When Saamidah, a young Palestinian refugee, is asked by her friends what her name 

means, she isn't quite sure what to say. She turns to her baba for some answers - but what she 

gets is an adventure beyond her wildest dreams. Join Saamidah on a lyrical journey, with 

dazzling illustrations, that brings to life her beloved homeland and celebrates the richness of her 

cultural heritage and the determination to return. 

 

“Counting Up the Olive Tree,” by Golbarg Bashi 

About: Counting up the Olive Tree: A Palestine Number Book is a rhythmic adventure where 

little Palestinian football (soccer) players--boys and girls--work together to save an olive tree in a 

race against time. 

 

“Sitti’s Bird: A Gaza Story,” by Malak Mattar 

About: Growing up in Gaza, Malak Mattar was like a lot of other children her age. She loved 

going to school, playing with her friends, and having fun days out with her family. One of her 

favorite activities was visiting her grandmother’s house every Friday, where she and her family 

would eat Sitti’s homemade maqlouba and visit with Sitti’s pet bird. Malak loved to help feed 

Sitti’s bird, but she wondered if, like the bird, their family lived in a cage. 

 

“Lana Makes Purple Pizza,” by Amanda Najib 

About: Join Lana, a spirited young girl, as she embarks on a culinary journey with her mother, 

discovering not just the art of creating this traditional dish but also exploring the rich tapestry of 

Palestinian heritage. Through vibrant storytelling, this 2024 Palestine Book Award-winning story 

offers young readers a window into the importance of preserving one's identity. It's not just a 

tale; it's an invitation to explore Palestinian history and understand the deep-rooted connection 

between culture and cuisine. 
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“The Olive Tree Said to Me,” by N. Salem 

About: Discover the beauty of Palestine through a young girl's journey as she learns the tradition 

of the olive harvest. A tradition that continues between each generation to maintain the roots of 

the Palestinian community. Alia shows the beauty of the harvest and learns the importance of the 

olive tree harvest through her life. 

 

 

Film, Television and Videos 

 

3 Logical Exits (2020) by Mahdi Fleifel (52 mins, Videonale Archive) 

About: A sociological meditation on the different “exits” that young Palestinians choose in order 

to cope with life in the refugee camps. 

Link: https://archive.videonale.org/en/videos/3-logical-exits 

 

5 Broken Cameras (2011) by Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi (94 mins, YouTube) 

About: Chronicling protests in the West Bank village of Bil’in, the film follows Burnat’s family 

over five years amid turmoil, framed around the destruction of his cameras. It won awards at 

Sundance, Yerevan, and the International Emmys, and was nominated for a 2013 Academy 

Award. 

Link: https://youtu.be/EcTN3g-b0iA?si=jwG_Um0dQ7CND2_C 

 

3000 Nights (2015) by Mai Masri (103 mins, IMDb) 

About: After giving birth to a son in an Israeli prison, a young Palestinian mother fights to 

protect her newborn and keep hope alive behind bars. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3815424/ 

 

Abnadam (1974) by Mustafa Abu Ali (30 mins, YouTube) 

About: In a Moroccan village, a boy discovers the shirts of his youth football team read 

“Jerusalem, capital of Israel,” exposing the reach of Israeli influence. Through symbolism, the 

film portrays corruption, powerlessness, and the impact on ordinary people. 

Link: https://youtu.be/I--r85cOoXM?si=aO4JKc77ZiaS0dZR 

Al-Nakba: The Palestinian Catastrophe Series (2008) by Rawan Damen (4-part series, 

YouTube) 

About: Traces the 1948 Palestinian exodus from Napoleon’s campaign through the British 

Mandate and first Arab-Israeli war to present day, blending eyewitness accounts, historians’ 

https://archive.videonale.org/en/videos/3-logical-exits
https://youtu.be/EcTN3g-b0iA?si=jwG_Um0dQ7CND2_C
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3815424/
https://youtu.be/I--r85cOoXM?si=aO4JKc77ZiaS0dZR
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insights, and archival material. 

Link: https://youtu.be/H7FML0wzJ6A?si=wejrg9A9pm4nwpyA 

 

Ambulance (2016) by Mohamed Jabaly (78 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Filmed during the 2014 war on Gaza, Jabaly joins an ambulance crew as they navigate 

destruction, chaos, and relentless danger while trying to save lives. A firsthand look at survival 

and solidarity under siege. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/ambulance-2016 

 

Arna’s Children (2003) by Juliano Mer-Khamis and Danniel Danniel (84 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Follows Arna Mer-Khamis, a Jewish woman who founded a theater group for children in 

Jenin Refugee Camp. Years later, her son Juliano returns to discover what became of those 

children during the intifada. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/arnas-children 

 

Arsonists (2017) by Rashid Masharawi (15 mins, YouTube) 

About: A short documentary reflecting on life in Palestine, focusing on identity, violence, and 

resilience in the face of destruction. 

Link: https://youtu.be/Tv9YfJ4xKZs 

 

A Drowning Man (2017) by Mahdi Fleifel (74 mins, IMDb) 

About: The Kid navigates an unfamiliar city, forced to compromise with predators simply to 

survive, extending his life in exile one day at a time. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6775428/ 

 

A World Not Ours (2014) by Mahdi Fleifel (90 mins, Vimeo) 

About: Chronicles three generations of a family living in exile in a Lebanese refugee camp, 

revealing their attempts to survive and maintain dignity amid hardship. 

Link: https://vimeo.com/93848875 

 

Ava Maria (2015) by Basil Khalil (15 mins, Kanopy) 

About: Nuns in the West Bank have their routine disrupted when a family of Israeli settlers 

https://youtu.be/H7FML0wzJ6A?si=wejrg9A9pm4nwpyA
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/ambulance-2016
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/arnas-children
https://youtu.be/Tv9YfJ4xKZs
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6775428/
https://vimeo.com/93848875
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crashes into the convent wall. 

Link: https://www.kanopy.com/en/product/ave-maria?vp=wls 

 

BonBoné (2017) by Rakan Mayasi (20 mins, Dailymotion) 

About: A woman plans to smuggle sperm out of an Israeli prison to conceive a child while her 

husband is incarcerated. 

Link: https://geo.dailymotion.com/player.html?video=k5Rz9W1aN5fpYZw5tyf 

 

Born in Gaza (2014) by Hernán Zin (78 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Documents the impact of the 2014 war on ten children in Gaza, capturing their trauma, 

resilience, and daily struggle to survive in the aftermath. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/born-in-gaza 

 

Budrus (2009) by Julia Bacha (82 mins, JustWatch) 

About: A documentary about Ayed Morrar, a Palestinian community organizer who united 

Fatah, Hamas, and Israelis in a nonviolent movement to save his West Bank village of Budrus 

from destruction by Israel’s separation barrier. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/budrus 

 

Chronicle of a Disappearance (1996) by Elia Suleiman (88 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Suleiman’s semi-autobiographical film uses humor and irony to depict the fragmented 

lives of Palestinians in Israel and the West Bank, portraying the sense of alienation in one’s own 

homeland. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/chronicle-of-a-disappearance 

 

Cinema Palestine (2014) by Tim Schwab (80 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Explores the history of Palestinian cinema and how filmmakers tell the story of their 

people despite exile, occupation, and censorship. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/cinema-palestine 

 

Condom Lead (2013) by Arab and Tarzan Nasser (15 mins, YouTube) 

About: A darkly comic short film set during the 2008 Gaza War, where a couple’s attempt at 

https://www.kanopy.com/en/product/ave-maria?vp=wls
https://geo.dailymotion.com/player.html?video=k5Rz9W1aN5fpYZw5tyf
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/born-in-gaza
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/budrus
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/chronicle-of-a-disappearance
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/cinema-palestine
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intimacy is interrupted by bombing raids. 

Link: https://youtu.be/ES9SMyYfPLc 

 

Damage (2015) by Samir Qumsiyeh (14 mins, YouTube) 

About: A short film portraying the struggles of Palestinians living under military occupation, 

exploring resilience amid violence and instability. 

Link: https://youtu.be/cn0lBz8t3Mw 

 

Detained (2015) by Razan Madhoon (11 mins, YouTube) 

About: A young boy tries to protect his sister when their family car is stopped at an Israeli 

checkpoint, showing how occupation structures impact even the most personal moments. 

Link: https://youtu.be/SdyzxzuZDsE 

 

Divine Intervention (2002) by Elia Suleiman (92 mins, JustWatch) 

About: A surreal black comedy blending love story and political allegory, showing absurd, 

tragicomic moments of life under Israeli occupation. Won the Jury Prize at Cannes. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/divine-intervention 

 

Docudrama Palestine (2017) by Various Directors (series, YouTube) 

About: A collection of dramatized stories and documentary shorts highlighting everyday life 

under occupation and the ongoing Palestinian struggle. 

Link: https://youtu.be/4TDqjA4UZ4E 

 

Encounter with a Lost Land (2003) by Maryse Gargour (56 mins, YouTube) 

About: Traces the history of Palestine before 1948 through archival footage and testimonies of 

displaced Palestinians, painting a picture of the land and lives before the Nakba. 

Link: https://youtu.be/VC-qyUe8wzI 

 

Foragers (2022) by Jumana Manna (64 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Examines Israel’s prohibition on the foraging of wild za’atar and akkoub plants, 

exploring themes of environmental control, tradition, and resistance. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/foragers 

https://youtu.be/ES9SMyYfPLc
https://youtu.be/cn0lBz8t3Mw
https://youtu.be/SdyzxzuZDsE
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/divine-intervention
https://youtu.be/4TDqjA4UZ4E
https://youtu.be/VC-qyUe8wzI
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/foragers
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Frontiers of Dreams and Fears (2001) by Mai Masri (58 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Follows two Palestinian refugee girls—one in Lebanon and the other in Dheisheh Camp 

near Bethlehem—as they connect through letters and eventually meet, revealing the deep 

emotional toll of displacement. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/frontiers-of-dreams-and-fears 

 

Gaza (2019) by Garry Keane and Andrew McConnell (92 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Offers an intimate portrait of ordinary life in Gaza beyond the headlines, showing 

resilience, creativity, and hope under blockade and recurring violence. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/gaza 

 

Gaza Surf Club (2016) by Philip Gnadt and Mickey Yamine (87 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Profiles young Gazans who embrace surfing as a source of freedom and escape, despite 

the destruction and restrictions around them. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/gaza-surf-club 

 

Ghost Hunting (2017) by Raed Andoni (94 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Former Palestinian prisoners re-enact their interrogations and experiences in an Israeli 

detention center, blurring the line between reality and performance in a therapeutic act of 

reclaiming trauma. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/ghost-hunting 

 

Habibi Rasak Kharban (Habibi) (2011) by Susan Youssef (80 mins, JustWatch) 

About: A modern retelling of the classic Majnun Layla story set in Gaza, following two lovers 

struggling to be together despite conservative social norms and political barriers. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/habibi 

 

Infiltrators (2012) by Khaled Jarrar (70 mins, JustWatch) 

About: Captures Palestinians’ attempts to cross, climb, or tunnel through the separation wall, 

reflecting the lengths to which people go for work, healthcare, or family visits. 

Link: https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/infiltrators 

https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/frontiers-of-dreams-and-fears
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/gaza
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/gaza-surf-club
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/ghost-hunting
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/habibi
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/infiltrators
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In the Image: Palestinian Women Capture the Occupation (2014) by Judith Montell and 

Emmy Scharlatt (70 mins, YouTube) 

About: Follows young Palestinian women trained to film their communities with video cameras, 

documenting daily life under military occupation from their own perspective. 

Link: https://youtu.be/zjV7TlmSZmI 

 

Israeli Intelligence Unit 8200 Refuseniks (2014) by Al Jazeera (25 mins, YouTube) 

About: A documentary on Israeli veterans from the elite 8200 surveillance unit who refused 

reserve duty, exposing how intelligence gathering was used to control and blackmail 

Palestinians. 

Link: https://youtu.be/BGZykYkCtaE 

 

Jenin, Jenin (2002) by Mohammad Bakri (50 mins, Vimeo) 

About: Features testimonies from residents after the Israeli army’s Defensive Wall operation left 

Jenin and its refugee camp heavily destroyed. Banned in Israel, the film honors producer Iyad 

Samudi, who was killed shortly after filming. 

Link: https://vimeo.com/499672067?share=copy 

 

Keeper of Memory (2019) by Sawsan Qaoud (75 mins, YouTube) 

About: Follows researcher Tariq Bakri as he reconnects displaced Palestinians with their 

ancestral homes, preserving stories and images to maintain the link between the diaspora and 

Palestine. 

Link: https://youtu.be/eywuYeflWzg?si=MZ3O5DYncwvEJk2M 

Kofia: A Revolution Through Music (2021) by Louis Brehony (90 mins, Vimeo) 

About: Tells the story of George Totari, a Palestinian musician who founded the first Palestinian 

band in Europe, blending Palestinian and Swedish musicians and sharing their journey through 

songs, memories, and revolutionary encounters. 

Link: https://vimeo.com/780695653?share=copy 

 

Like Twenty Impossible (2003) by Annemarie Jacir (14 mins, IMDb) 

About: A Palestinian film crew navigating Jerusalem is stopped at a checkpoint; their camera 

captures the interactions and struggles that unfold, revealing the human impact of occupation. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387353/ 

https://youtu.be/zjV7TlmSZmI
https://youtu.be/BGZykYkCtaE
https://vimeo.com/499672067?share=copy
https://youtu.be/eywuYeflWzg?si=MZ3O5DYncwvEJk2M
https://vimeo.com/780695653?share=copy
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387353/
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Maradona’s Legs (2019) directed by Firas Khoury 

About: During the 1990 World Cup, two young Palestinian football fans set out to find the last 

missing piece of their sticker album and win an Atari. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13009098/ 

 

Mars at Sunrise (2014) directed by Jessica Habie 

About: A Palestinian artist (Ali Suliman) tells a Jewish-American poet (Haale Gafori) how he 

was tortured by a failed Israeli artist (Guy Elhanan) who wanted to turn him into an informant. 

Link: https://youtu.be/fDjdnDLeOZc?si=G44Jfrkm4ZiceF7p 

 

Naji al-Ali: An Artist with Vision (1999) directed by Kasim Abid 

About: In July 1987 the Palestinian cartoonist Naji Al-Ali was shot by an unknown assassin. 

This film traces his life and work from his birth in Galilee to his death in London. It examines 

the forces that shaped Naji as an artist and as a human being and shows how his experiences 

mirror that of other exiled Palestinians. 

Link: https://youtu.be/Y31yUi4WVsU?si=RLBu3IA_lI99K4Zo 

 

No Other Land (2024) directed by Yuval Abraham, Bassel Adra, Hamdan Ballal 

About: This film made by a Palestinian-Israeli collective shows the destruction of the occupied 

West Bank's Masafer Yatta by Israeli soldiers and the alliance which develops between the 

Palestinian activist Basel and Israeli journalist Yuval. 

Link: https://archive.org/details/nootherland_202503 

 

Occupation 101 (2006) directed by Sufyan and Abdallah Omeish 

About: Voices of the Silenced Majority is an award-winning documentary exploring the impact 

of Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. Narrated by Alison Weir, the film features 

interviews with scholars, activists, and humanitarian workers who critique Israeli policies and 

U.S. support. 

Link: https://youtu.be/C56QcWOGSKk?si=uNznqzTuubc2nE7F 

Paradise Now (2005) directed by Hany Abu-Assad 

About: Drafted for a deadly mission in Tel Aviv, two Palestinian childhood friends begin to have 

second thoughts after a final night with friends and family. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0445620/ 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13009098/
https://youtu.be/fDjdnDLeOZc?si=G44Jfrkm4ZiceF7p
https://youtu.be/Y31yUi4WVsU?si=RLBu3IA_lI99K4Zo
https://archive.org/details/nootherland_202503
https://youtu.be/C56QcWOGSKk?si=uNznqzTuubc2nE7F
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0445620/
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Resistance Pilot (2006) 

About: Explores the life of Tunisian engineer Mohammed al-Zawari, who joined the Izz al-Din 

al-Qassam Brigades in 2006 and played a key role in developing unmanned aerial vehicles, 

including the Ababil-1 drone used during the 2014 Gaza war. In December 2016, al-Zawari was 

assassinated outside his home in Sfax, Tunisia, in an operation widely attributed to Israel’s 

Mossad. The film sheds light on his groundbreaking scientific work, the mystery of his killing, 

and the enduring impact of his innovations on the capabilities of the Palestinian resistance. 

Link: https://youtu.be/wqSmdZy-Xcg?si=1rYiJD7jsf-HttCc 

 

Samouni Road (2018) directed by Stefano Savona 

About: The Samouni family is about to celebrate a wedding. It's the first party since the last war. 

Amal, Fouad, their brothers and their cousins have lost their parents, their homes and their olive 

trees. 

 

Salt of This Sea (2010) directed by Annemarie Jacir 

About: Soraya, 28, decides to go to Palestine, where her family was exiled since 1948. Upon 

arrival, she seeks to reunite with her grandfather. 

Link:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iLXQQCrNsW9iDKQWkHLGyk0b7qRkVvQW/view?usp

=sharing 

 

Scenes from the Occupation in Gaza (1973) directed by Mustafa Abu Ali 

About: Presents some of the Israeli occupation measurements against Palestinians, and a profile 

of the struggle of Palestinian people in Gaza. The film won the Golden prize in the short film 

competition of the International Baghdad Festival for Films and TV Programs on Palestine 1973. 

It also won the prize of the International Youth Union at the Leipzig International Film Festival 

in 1973. 

Link: https://youtu.be/1JlIwmnYnlE?si=XCJTGtTTcvrpOvZv 

 

Slingshot Hip Hop (2008) directed by Jackie Reem Salloum 

About: The voice of a new generation rocks and rhymes as Palestinian rappers form alternative 

voices of resistance within the Israeli-Palestinian struggle. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1157718/ 

 

https://youtu.be/wqSmdZy-Xcg?si=1rYiJD7jsf-HttCc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iLXQQCrNsW9iDKQWkHLGyk0b7qRkVvQW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iLXQQCrNsW9iDKQWkHLGyk0b7qRkVvQW/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/1JlIwmnYnlE?si=XCJTGtTTcvrpOvZv
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1157718/
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Speak, Bird (2007) directed by Arab Loutfi 

About: Stories of Palestinian Women Guerrilla Fighters of the 1970s. Produced in 2007, with 

filming conducted in 1993—an independent production. 

Link: https://youtu.be/wdkoxBjKM1Q?si=U99y1DFnxY4d9hYy 

 

Strawberry (2017) directed by Aida Kaadan 

About: Follows Samir, a 43-year-old shoe shop owner from Ramallah who has never seen the 

sea. Determined to fulfill his lifelong dream, he sneaks past Israeli borders with construction 

workers—only to end up at another worksite instead. Through dark comedy, Strawberry captures 

the absurdity of life under occupation, where even the simplest dreams become a struggle. 

Link: https://youtu.be/75yC7nhsS_0?si=8pxdvbziW0eP4mHX 

 

Swings (2006) directed by Bael Ramsis 

About: A documentary featuring the lives of Palestinian women. 

Link: https://youtu.be/gMk-Zi9vTGs?si=9bLf_uYNZweTWscS 

Tall al-Zaatar (1977) directed by Jean Khalil Chamoun, Pino Adriano, and Mustafa Abu Ali 

About: Documents the 1976 massacre of Palestinian and Lebanese refugees at Tall el-Zaatar, a 

camp in northeast Beirut. Produced after the massacre but featuring footage shot before and 

during the siege, the film reconstructs the camp's history and recounts months of assault and 

resistance through the voices of surviving men, women, and children. 

Link: https://youtu.be/Ma8H3sEbqtI?si=U8FKWGQAiBWkN4KC 

 

The Creation and the Nakba 1948 (2023) directed by Andy Trimlett & Dr. Ahlam Muhtaseb 

About: Presents personal recollections from Palestinians and Israelis about the pivotal year of 

Israel’s establishment. Through firsthand accounts from cities like Haifa, Jaffa, and Jerusalem, 

the film reveals the expulsions, conflicts, and human stories that continue to shape the region 

today. 

Link: https://youtu.be/Bwy-Rf15UIs?si=9V9eT8zSiaiZ1a5r 

 

The Mayor (2021) directed by David Osit 

About: An intimate and darkly comedic look at what it takes to be Musa Hadid, the beloved 

Mayor of Ramallah, during the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Link: 

https://archive.org/details/MeettheMayoroftheUnofficialCapitalofPalestineFullDocumentaryThe

ShortList 

https://youtu.be/wdkoxBjKM1Q?si=U99y1DFnxY4d9hYy
https://youtu.be/75yC7nhsS_0?si=8pxdvbziW0eP4mHX
https://youtu.be/gMk-Zi9vTGs?si=9bLf_uYNZweTWscS
https://youtu.be/Ma8H3sEbqtI?si=U8FKWGQAiBWkN4KC
https://youtu.be/Bwy-Rf15UIs?si=9V9eT8zSiaiZ1a5r
https://archive.org/details/MeettheMayoroftheUnofficialCapitalofPalestineFullDocumentaryTheShortList
https://archive.org/details/MeettheMayoroftheUnofficialCapitalofPalestineFullDocumentaryTheShortList
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The Olive Tree (1976) directed by Ali Akika 

About: L’Olivier (The Olive Tree) responds to a concern French public support for the 

Palestinian cause is diminishing in the wake of the 1972 Munich operation. Structured to 

chronicle the Palestinian story and to explain the current chapter in the struggle, the film calls for 

global militant solidarities and, particularly, for European political engagements. 

Link: https://vimeo.com/432062498?share=copy 

The Place (2021) directed by Omar Rammal 

About: A short film about Palestine that calls out the Palestinian suffering and what the people of 

Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood are going through right now. 

Link: https://youtu.be/fgcIVhNvsII?si=BCOF3wqLJ9yqJl6k 

 

The Shadow of Absence (2018) directed by Nasri Hajjaj 

About: Explores the Palestinian longing to return to their homeland, even in death. Highlights 

both prominent figures like Yasser Arafat and Edward Said, and ordinary Palestinians affected 

by massacres from 1948 to the present, reflecting the enduring struggle and displacement of the 

Palestinian people. 

Link: https://youtu.be/M9FuvTb5o-A?si=w9VOHB40Pkce1k8Z 

 

The Upper Gate (1991) directed by Arab Loutfi 

About: A personal journey through Sidon after its 1983 occupation. Through memories of lost 

mementos, destroyed places, and beloved friends, the film captures what could not be erased. 

Told through the stories of its people, it weaves the history of south Lebanon’s resilient city. 

Link: https://vimeo.com/433362585?share=copy 

 

They Do Not Exist (1974) directed by Mustafa Abu Ali 

About: In the late 1960s, young Arab filmmakers, many exiled from Palestine, used fiction and 

documentary to capture their struggle for freedom. Founders included Mustafa Abu Ali, Sulafa 

Jadallah, and Hani Jawhariya. Their films screened across the Arab world and internationally—

but never in Palestine. 

Link: https://youtu.be/2WZ_7Z6vbsg?si=tk-NcfnIC_UKet2T 

 

Wedding of Galilee (1987) directed by Michel Khelifi 

About: A Palestinian father seeks Israeli permission to waive curfew to give his son a fine 

https://vimeo.com/432062498?share=copy
https://youtu.be/fgcIVhNvsII?si=BCOF3wqLJ9yqJl6k
https://youtu.be/M9FuvTb5o-A?si=w9VOHB40Pkce1k8Z
https://vimeo.com/433362585?share=copy
https://youtu.be/2WZ_7Z6vbsg?si=tk-NcfnIC_UKet2T
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wedding. Tensions rise as the ceremony proceeds, with youths plotting violence and a loose 

horse running into a minefield, forcing unlikely cooperation. 

Link: https://youtu.be/dYMQw7hQI1U?si=jpRFIx-Q5pHtGhOx 

 

Xenos (2013) directed by Mahdi Fleifel 

About: In 2010, Abu Eyad and other young Palestinian men from the Ain el-Helweh refugee 

camp in Lebanon travel with smugglers through Syria and Turkey into Greece. Like so many 

other migrants, they came looking for a way into Europe, but find themselves trapped in a 

country undergoing economic, political, and social collapse. 

Link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3289618/ 
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